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work during the year has progressed, notwithstanding 
opposition. The following is a condensed report of the 
work during the past year: 

Total number {If colporteurs in the work 
Average number of colporteurs per month 
Total number of workers in the service 
Number of classes organized for the service 
Number of brethren serving as pilgrims 
Number of public meetings held by pilgrims 
Total attendance 
Number of class meetings held by pilgrims 
Total attendance 
Total number of Watch To'wer subscribers 
Total number of Gol(len Age subscribers 
Total number of letters received 
Total number of letters dispatched 
Total number of books sent to colporteurs 
Total number of books sent to classes 
Grand total of books sent out 
Number of handbills and literature printed 

and distributed 
Conventions held during the year 
Number in attendance 

1~ 

12 
100 
14 

4 
96 

12,728 
103 

4,135 
239 
42 

855 
1,243 
4,629 
4,263 

10,931 

40,000 
3 

1,000 
From the local manager's report 

quoted: 
the following is 

The year has been a very remarkable one, rich in bless
ing-s for all who are engaged in the Lord's work. Our prayer 
for opportunity to serve has been wonderfully answered. 
Never before has the opportunity for service been so general 
and the joy of service so great as at the present time. 

The last Service Week has marked a new era for Jamaica 
along the line of service, and the result of that week of 
service has been very gratifying and stimulating. The Sun
day service from door to door with the message during 
Service Week was a marked feature of the work, and was 
highly appreciated both by those who served and those who 
were served with the wonderful gospel message from the 
books. 
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]Hany who have a knowledge of Goers plan for the estab
lishment of his kingdom on· earth have turned their backs 
to the increasing light, saying that the kingdom message 
belongs to the past. lIut notwithstanding their Withdrawal, 
the work is progressing as never before. 

We truly rejoice to see how the Lord is filling the earth 
with a knowledge of the truth. The Harp 01 God and De
Uverance are two books that are doing a great work among 
the people, making way for the volumes of Script1tre Studie8, 
which are now being sold at a rate that they have never 
been sold before. 

The classes that remain in the Lord's service are e:l\:hibit
ing much genuine love and zeal for the work with the hope 
of setting free some of the prisoners who are still in bond
age. 

It gives one much pleasure to note how the Lord is gnid
ing his work here. The fauIt-finding ones withdraw them
selves; yet they are not missed, because the work goes on at 
a mol'e rapid rate without them. The faithful ones esteem 
it the greatest privilege to have a share in this glorious work. 

The pilgrims appreciate very much the present order 
of service because it brings them in touch with many who 
truly appreciate the message. The colporteurs are also hav
ing much joy in the Lord's work. 

It gives us the greatest pleasure to cooperate with you and 
all who are engaged in the glorious work; and we are 
tllankful for the privilege of being thus engaged. We thank 
you for your kind and loving service in the past, and still 
crave the same. 

JAPAN 

"Vhile it can hardly be said that Japan as a country 
is a part of Ohristendom, yet there has been a great 
deal of so-called Ohristian missionary wOl'k done there 
and doubtless the Lord desires the witness to be given 
in this land as well as others. He has indicated his will 
in this regard with the blessings he has placed upon 
the work in Japan dming the past year. It was found 
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to be more economical and more advantageous to have 
one general branch office to look after the wOl'k in Japan 
and KOl'ea. Accordingly the local office is at Tokio, and 
the work in Japan and Korea will be managed from 
this point. The pUblication of The Watch Tower has 
begun in Japanese, arid the interest in this is great. 
The following is a quotation from the local manager's 
report: 

Classes Established: When I arrived in Japan last Sep
tember, there was a group of Bible Students in Kobe. They 
were not organized into a class yet, when I visited them at 
the end of September. Since then two classes have been 
established, one in Kobe and the other in Osaka. Elders and 
deacons are elected for both classes, and service directors 
were appointed also. 

Activity of Brethren: There are fifty-two brothers and 
sisters altogether in Japan. These have all symbolized 
their consecration since last October. They are so earnest 
to go out in the Lord's service. Ninety-five percent of them 
go out selling books. It is very hard to sell books in Japan, 
espeCially when they are Christian books. Japauese people 
get all tired of these "Christian books" being sold by the 
nominala. Although the brethren sell a very small number 
of books, they rejoice in the service just the same. They 
sell many copies of the Japanese Watch Tower. 

Books Sold: 361 books and 606 booklets were sold. 
Publishing of Toilai or Japanese Watc7J, ToweT: The 

first number published December 5, 1926, and the number 
of monthly printing is increasing rapidly. 

Pilgrim Service: One pilgrim works in the field. Seventy
one public meetings with 8,432 total attendance were held, 
and 666 class study meetings with a total attendance of 
5,882. Traveled 14,518 miles altogether. 

Free Tracts Distributed: 32,000 free tracts were dis
tributed. 

Testimony 
Where are the Dea,dt 

15,000 
17,000 
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Three big public meetings in Tokyo are planned. Tokyo 
is the capital city of Japan. This great city has 2,300,000 
in population now. This city represents· the whole· Far 
Eastern countries, financially and politically and in all other 
ways. Now the Lord has graciously opened his way to make 
known his real name to the people of this great city in the 
Orient. We are making arrangements to have three big 
public meetings in October. The program is as follows: 

October 10, at the Asahi Hall, which has a seating 
capacity of 3,200. The topic wllI be "The Kingdom of God 
Is at Hand". 

October 16, at the Aoyama Hall (4,000 seats). The 
topic is to be "Falling Down of the Christian OiviUzation". 

October 22, at the Honjo Public Hall (1,600). The topic 
is to be "Deliverance Is Near". 

Free tracts of Toronto Resolution with Brother Ruther
ford's discourse and invitations for the meetings will be 
mailed to 7,000 of all kinds of officials and business men 
and others. Three hundred thousand handbills will be dis
tributed. 

JUGOSLAVIA 

There has not been much progress made this year in 
Jugoslavia. Two brothers have been engaged in the 
colporteur service. A few small classes of about sixty 
brethren are doing what they can to give the message to 
the' people. The whole land is shrouded in darkness, 
and they have a difficult task to get others to hear. The 
people seem anxious for liberty, but they are kept in 
bondage. The brethren are planning a greater activity 
for the year ensuing. The brethren in Jugoslavia are 
encouraged. 'While they may not accomplish much, 
nevertheless they will·give the witness which evidently 
is the chief thing that the Lord desires at this time. 
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KOREA. 

The work in Korea has not been great during the 
year; but the brethren have been doing the best they 
can under the circumstances, taking into view the handi
caps. It has been thought best since we have established 
an office in Japan to put all the Korean work under that 
office; and henceforth it will be handled there until the 
Lord indicates otherwise. 

LA.TVIA 

This is another new part of the field where the work is 
getting started, even though there is much opposition. 
The brethren are zealous in their efforts to serve. The 
number is small, but their courage and faith in the Lord 
are great. During the year books and booklets have been 
placed in the hands of the people to the number of 17,-
788. There are two classes organized, both of which 
engage in the service work. Fourteen are in the service 
work, and an average number of seven each week. One 
is engaged in the pilgrim service. During the year meet
ings for the friends have been held to the number of 
113; attendance 879; public meetings forty-eight, at
tendance 7,166. Free tracts distributed 65,000. There 
are two engaged in the colporteur work. Letters received 
3,032; dispatched, 233. From ~he loeal manager's re~ 
port the following is quoted: 

The year has been one full of experiences, and especially 
of many attempts of the Devil to try to close down the 
work here. But in all the Lord has triumphed, and the 
work has gone on. In November of last year when I went 
up to get an extension of my vise, they told me that if I 
intended to stop here and carryon the work of the Bible 
Students, I should have to leave the country by Jamlary 10 
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of this year. Only two weeks after this, the government 
was overthrown by the Socialists, who are still in office; 
and by the Lord's grace I am still in Latvia. Then in 
April we had some German brothers come up to colporteur. 
They could obtain vises for only one month; and when we 
applied for renewals they were refused. And for the last 
six months, at the end of every month they had to travel to 
Lithuania, there procure a new vise and then come back for 
another month. Only this week, however, one brother has 
obtained permission to stay for six months; and we are glad 
as it seems that these things are being eased up for us. 
But with all it has been a time of very rich blessing, es
pecially in taking the message of truth to these peoples who 
are hearing of it for the first" time. 

We have worked considerably among the German part of 
the popUlation, and now have established three classes of 
interested ones in the three largest towns. We have also 
established a class of interested Letts in Riga. It is a joy 
to see the way these people drink in the Truth and ap
preciate the meetings that we are having for them. One old 
Lettish minister said, "I have preached for forty years, but 
the Lord has kept me waiting until I was seventy-eight be
fore he revealed to me the truths contained in the Word 
of God." Many say, "Nevel' in our lives have we heard such 
wonderful things." Without doubt we have a large work to 
do among the Letts; and now that we have the books we 
can push on with this work. Our work with them has been 
limited, as we have waited so long for the Ha1'p and the 
booklets. At the beginning of September we received these; 
and twenty of us went forward in I. B. S. A. Week with 
the new books. And it turned out to be the greatest witness 
that we have yet given to the Truth in this country. All 
the reports are not yet in, but well over 4,000 books were 
sold. 'Ve were in three small towns, w;here the population 
was seventy percent ;rewisb, and sold many books to the 
;rews. 

The language difficulty diminishes as time goes on, but 
when I say that we carry books in nine languages {}n the 
w{)rk, one realizes that it is a real difficulty. 
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In March II. small convention was held in Ri~a with a 
J .. ettish and a German :public meeting. The In'':threa \\,el'e 
much encouraged by the convention and even more so by 
the results of the meeting. 

LITHUANIA. 

When we consider that the work is really just begun 
in Lithuania, the results for the fiscal y('a1' are very 
encouraging. The total number of books and booklets 
placed in the hands of the people aggregate 20,750. In 
addition thereto, free tracts were distributed to tIle num
bel' of 56,000, Number in the pilgrim service one, pub
lic meetings twenty; attendance 4,390. From the local 
manager's report the following is quoted: 

For the first part of the year there was more freedom 
under a Social-Democratic Government; but when it was 
overthrown by a Fascisti C01lP d'etat and the clerical party 
came into power again, the Devil has done his best to re
press the Truth. The whole country is uncleI' military 
law, and permits are needful for all public meetings. 

Nevertheless twenty meetings were held during the year, 
though twelve were in the :first qUarter of it. At all of 
these there was keen interest. In some instances when the 
doctrine of hell torment was shown to be unscriptural there 
was loud applause. There was an attendance of 4,390, and 
898 books were sold. Many were the expressions of joy, 

Gradually the Truth is spreading. Now after two years' 
work forty-three took part in the Memorial. This year 
twelve symbolized their consecration to the Lord. After 
the Mazeikiai convention was advertised in The Watch 
Tower for July 31, the authorities refused permission at 
the last moment. However, eighteen brethren met in a wood 
near the town, A few weeks later permission was obtained; 
and 45 met and had a happy time encouraging each other 
in the Lord and going out in the work. Oil both of these 
occasions a mother and two daughters came on foot from 
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a place 114 kilometers away. We have now three whole
time colporteurs. 

In February Memelgebiet was' transferred to the Lithu
anian office; and this seems to have been in the Lord's 
providence, as otherwise owing to my visit to America the 
convention could not have been held. Held it was, however, 
\yUh the aid of interpreters; and four symbolized at it. 

Since February the German brethren have spread 5,946 
in the Gebiet as well as 5,103 in Lithuania proper. Addi
tionally a further 9,701 were put out by the colporteurs 
and frIends, making a grand total of 20,750 for the whole 
land. 

NORTHERN EUROPE 

The Northern European Office is located at Copen
hagen, Denmark. The jurisdiction of this office is Den
mark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Esthonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. Until Tecently all liteTature for these 
countries was print.ed by worldly concerns. During the 
last year it has been possible for the Society to produce 
books and booklets and other literature for these coun
tries at the factories at Magdeburg and at Berne, Switzer
land. This has made it possible to put the books into 
the hands of the people at a much cheaper rate. An
other encouraging matter about the nort.hern paTt of 
Europe: The brethren are working toget.her harmonious
ly, and appreciating the fact that the Lord has called 
them for a purpose and that they have a work to do; 
and they are glad to have the opportunity of doing it. 

As an evidence of the increased activity, mention is 
made of Service Week. In the countries mentioned 
1,710 were in the field. They placed 12,316 books and 
86,855 booklets, or a total of 99,171, which is an increase 
of practically 29,000 over that of last year. From the 
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report of Brother Dey, the manager of the Northern 
European Office, the following is quoted: 

The past year has been one of increasing activity and 
joy, as you would glimpse from beholding our order at 
Copenhagen. At that convention, by the way, fifty-two 
symbOlized their consecration, and including the 1,100 sold 
at your meeting, a total of 7,830 books went {lut. The 
service day was specially enjoyed. 

This year we 11uve gone from strength to strength. There 
have been put out 97,294 books; 452,208 booklets and 8,433 
Bibles, sermons, etc., a grand total of 554,073. Even after 
allowing for l\Iemelgebiet, which was taken over from Ger
many in the year, as it is part of Lithuania, there is an 
increase of 147,951 in books and booklets. 

Last year fifty-three colporteurs and thirty auxiliaries 
put out 108,134; this year seventy-three colporteurs and 
forty-two auxiliaries spread 167,914. Then, as you will see 
from the detailed reports, the classes have done splendidly. 

In 1. B. S. A. Week the weather was wet, but it did not 
dampen our enthusiasm. One thousand seven hunured anu 
ten brethren sallied forth and sold 99,171, of which 12,316 
were bound books. It was a joyOUS time; and, as people 
who do know their Goel, they "uid exploits". One sister in 
Sweden sold 541, of which about 300 were VOlumes, in
cluding ten sets of eight; another in Denmark sold 700; 
while one brother dOing country witness work in Hammer
fest, the most northern town in Europe, sold 115 volumes 
and 853 booklets; and another in Finland made 618. In 
Esthonia two EngliSh brethren, two Finnish sisters and 
a native sold 1,5~0, and in Latvia 4,049 were sold by twenty. 
The Lord richly blessed the witness, and many were the 
bappy and interesting experiences. 

Though there are 500 fewer brethren than when I came 
over, yet the average number out each wepk in the year is 
770 for 1926-'27. In 1925-'26 it was 650, and previously it 
was still less. Clearly the work of the remnant can be dis
cerned; thpy are "n people fo!' his nume", and it is t11eir 
delight to vindicate it. 
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It is a joy to s&e how the Lord is blessing the work in 
the Baltic States. There literally a handful of the brethren 
are putting out books by the thousand in languages of which 
they know but the veriest smattering. In an altogether un
expected way Jehovah speaks to his own in these lands 
through "stammering lips, and another tongue". 

We are rejoicing in The Watch Tower; and the brethren 
are very appreciative of the help they receive in studies con
ducted by the pilgrims, while the latter also are richly 
blessed as they so serve and also as they head the gallant 
little bands going forth to the work. In aU-the countries 
the interchange of pilgrims is much enjoyed. 

The managers have arranged many conventions and local 
gatherings in the various lands; and at the drives on such 
occasions many brethren take part for the first time. More 
and more are gradually entering into the joy of the Lord in 
Utis way. 

So the good work goes on. At times we wonder how we 
can possibly surpass a previous good effort; and then we 
remind ourselves of the lark which, as it mounts higher 
and higher, trills forth its song again and again, "lest," as 
the poet says, "you should think he never could recapture 
his first wild, careless rapture." 

The brethren who came to Copenhagen were delighted to 
see and hear you. By unanimous consent it was voted the 
biggest and best convention ever held in Scandinavia. I am 
charged with many greetings of love to you and many re
quests to "come again" next year. Please come and stay 
the whole time then! We are glad for the continued help 
from Brooklyn in the matter of books, especially in Norway, 
Denmark and Finland. Glad also these three countries are 
now able to some extent to share the burden. In the Baltic 
States, of course, tlle work is wholly supported by the Head 
Office. 

In each of the abovementioned countries there are 
local managers; and in addition to the general report 
of the general manager, separate reports are made for 
the countries mentioned. 
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NORWAY 

At the convention held at Copenhagen, Denmark, ear
ly in September, the local managers from Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Finland and the Baltic Sea States, 
had the privilege of meeting together and encouraging 
one another. The work in Norway has progressed during 
the year; and a summary of the work can be gathered 
from the following quotation taken from the report of 
Brother Enok Oman, the local manager: 

Thank you very much for the encouraging time at Copen
hagen convention. It was a great refreshment to see you 
and hear your loving and encouraging words to the con
vention. The next time you come to Europe, we will be 
very glad if you could stop also in Norway. 

We are very thankful to you for all you have done for 
the Lord's work in Norway. With your llelp we have re
ceived a great new stock specially of booklets, and also 
Volume I and the Harp. 

Also this last year has gone very quickly; and with thanks 
and reverence to our heavenly Father we can see back to a 
very happy time in his work. With going from door to 
door we have had many experiences of great interest and 
blessing. The friends' are working with harmony and loyalty; 
and we hope still more friends do see their privl1eges to go 
out in the colporteur work, as this work the Lord specially 
now will have done. We have not yet got the radio; but in 
the Lord's right time also this will be open. We are doing 
what we can to get it opened. 

From the office we have sent out a total of 65,181 books 
and booklets; 217,723 Testimonies and other tracts, and 
hand-bills; 5,000 B·ulletins, and 2,614 letters. One hundred 
seventy friends have been out in the class colporteur work; 
average number of workers out each week sixty-eight. Sub
scriptions to The Watch Tower have increased 309. Sub
scriptions to The Golden Age have decreased 279. 

Two brothers have been in the pilgrim work. And also 
this year our dear Brother Dey bas exchanged the speaking 
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brethren from the different countries, to the great help of 
the friends and the work. In all, there were traveled by 
pilgrims 26,628 miles. One country convention we have had 
in Oslo, July 7 to 10, attendance 150. W'e have had fom· 
local conventions on different times, in Oslo, Berger, Stavan
ger, and Narvik, with attendance of from fourteen to 120. 

The people begin now to feel the way to Armageddon, 
and our opportunities to comfort them have been greater. 
But because of the long distances and bad traveling com
munications, many places have not yet been colporteured. 
If the Lord will open a way to get a motor boat, it will be 
a very good help in the work in the hundreds of fjords and 
islets. 

It will be a great joy for us to go out to the people with 
Freedom jor the Peoples. We are now translating it. Also 
we will be very glad to go out with the wonderful book 
Deliverance, when we receive it. 

Wonderful is the light TH]jJ LORD is giving us in The 
Wa.tch Tower/We desire to act in harmony with it, and 
the Lord himself will help us to do it. 

POLAND 

The work in Poland has not progressed so much as 
it should have. One great difficulty and handicap to the 
work has been that a Polish brother competent to carry 
on the work as local manager has not been available. 
It seems that our Polish brethren who go from America 
soon get tired and wish to return. The brethren become 
discouraged, and the work does not progress. During 
a recent trip to Europe by the president the arrangement 
was made for a reorganization of the work in Poland, 
and the brethren are taking courage, and the work 
promises to be much better managed from this time for
ward. There is a great opportunity in Poland for some 
of the zealous Polish brethren who are willing tD fully 
carry out their consecration and leave everything else 
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behind and go into the field and earnestly work to spread 
the message of the kingdom. The pUblication of The 
Golden Age has been greatly hampered because of in
ability to get someone competent to translate it. The 
Polish friends have a great deal of energy, but it is not 
always properly directed. We have great hopes for the 
proper organization now in progress, that 1928, if the 
Lord is pleased to let us give the witness during that 
period, will show a great increase. 

PORTUGAL 
The witnessing to the name of Jehovah and his king

dom continues in Portugal. There are 450 regular sub
scribers to The Watch Tower,' and when we take into 
consideration the conditions existing in Portugal and that 
it has only been a short time since the Truth was kno'wn 
there, the results are very gratifying. During the year 
there have been distributed books and booldets to the 
number of 3,920. Watch Tower distributed in addition 
to the subscribers, 61,000, throughout Lisbon and suburbs. 
Forty-five thousand copies of free tracts containing the 
London Testimony have gone out. Letters received 615; 
dispatched 'l25. 

During the year fourteen at Lisbon have symbolized 
their consecration, and there are still others who have 
consecrated and e:A.llressed their desire to symbolize. The 
country, as is well Imown, is Catholic; and the local 
manager Brother Ferguson says in part in his report: 

Although the work seems to progress very slowly in the 
Latin countries, it gladdens our hearts and gives us courage 
to know that there are still a few who are very firm and 
staunch. A young Portuguese who has lately become inter
ested, was called by wire to return to Washington, where 
he had been seven years on seventy dollars per week; but 
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he refused to accept the offer, sa~'ing that he prefers to 
receive a smaller salary and remain where he can learn 
more of God's wonderful plan of salvation. There is one 
family who live quite a distance away, but they come to 
the Bible class two times a week, and sometimes have to 
walk all the way. One who has lately become a subscriber 
from the island of Timor Dilli, sent payment for five years' 
subscription in advance fOl' the Torre De 'Vigia. 

ROU},IANIA 

It is with deep regret that we report that.the work in 
Roumania is in a bad condition. The governing powers 
have made it almost impossible to work; but added to 
this, the local representative has not shown the proper 
consideration for the work. The Roumanian brethren 
in America are advised not to attempt to communicate 
with the Cluj office further, but to correspond with the 
Brooklyn office. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

The zeal of the brethren in South Africa continues 
and the witness to the Lord's kingdom progresses. The 
English-speaking population is not large. The majority 
of the people in that land are Dutch 01' native Africans. 
The long distances between towns and the thin popula~ 
tion make the work difficult. This in no wise, however, 
dampens the ardor of those who are striving to serve 
notice that Jehovah is God, that Christ is King, and the 
kingdom is at hand! In that land the Lord has blessed 
the service week especially, just as he has in other parts 
of the earth. The witness is being given to the praise 
of Jehovah's name. The following is quoted from the 
report of Brother IV alder, the local manager: 

It is once again my pleasure and privilege to submit a 
report of killgllom work in the South African fiel<l during 



116 Year Boole 

the year just completed. The figures are not SO large as I 
could wish; but they represent the year of greatest activity 
and hardest work yet put forth by the brethren in this great 
land of few and widely scattered peoples. 

Our total of books and booklets distributed is 54,025. 
Much encouragement has been receIved by all participating, 
with a growing consciousness of the Lord's approval; tilis 
stimulates to ever greater efforts to keep the Standard of 
Truth flying high and to give an effective witness that the 
great Jehovah is indeed God and now comes into his own. 
Perhaps our greatest stilllulus has been the positive lead 
and energizing Truth which we continue to recei.e from 
YOllrself and from Headquarters, especially through recent 
wonderful Watch Tower articles. Who is there among the 
brethren with a sincere desire to honor Jehovah but must 
be conscious of the Lord's presence with his people, and that 
it is our King himself who now leads his army forward to 
certain and glorious victory? Our greatest encouragement 
is by reason of the fact that evidences are not wanting in 
this land {If the effect of the witness against the Devil and 
his organization. This is particularly true of the country 
districts where the Dutch Reformed Church (much de
formed) exercises tremendous power. The chief jailer has 
some very alert prison keepers among his subordinates, the 
"Predikants" (Dutch ministers). At times and in various 
districts these haTe become absolutely panicky in their 
efforts to frighten the workers, to intimidate their adhereuts 
and to keep back Truth from tlle people. In many of these 
districts our enemies estimate there are thousands of us; 
for we give them no rest. 

By judicious moving around, the standard for the people 
has been raised in districts far removed from one another, 
the zeal of the few workers concerned and their readiness to 
"endure hardness as good soldiers" having made this possible. 
There are DOW no towns and but very few dorps which 
have not been thoroughly worked both with public lectures 
and colporteuring. Our total of books and booklets sold is 
made up as follows: 

St1tdies in the Scripture8 (over 1,500 sets) 11,623 
Deliverance 10,663 
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1I a·rp 0/ God. 
Com/m't tor Jews, SCe1w,l'ios, Bibles, etc. 
Booklets 

Total 

5,461 
3,733 

22,544 

54,024 

117. 

There has been considerable increase in the number of 
public meetings during the year and also in the number 
of pilgrim visits to the classes. The figures are as follows: 

Public Meetings (European) 
Total attendance of public 
Pilgrim visits to classes 
Attendance 

210 
11,580 

158 
2,946 

During the year a special eff'ort has been made to com· 
plete the work with the :Me8sage of Hope tract and to reach 
e,'ery home with the l.'c.~timm~y. Both these have been 
CirC\llated in English and Afrikaans. Three-fourths of the 
work has to be done through the post. For this the friends 
have responded nobly, the classes, and also individual iso
lated brethren, making themselves responsible for given 
Oistrlcts and also bearing the cost of postage. The follow
ing have been distributed during the year: 

7'estimony and Messa.ge 0/ Hope 
and sundry free tracts: 

Public witness handbills 
427,000 
108,250 

Slightly fewer workers have actually been in the field, 
but these have worked harder. The Sm'Vpt1we St1tdie8 and 
bound books show an increase of approximately 10,000. The 
colporteurs and class workers are handling the complete 
sets with success, our total of over 1500 sets sold being 600 
better than for any previous year. 

Here in South Africa we are finding what also seems to 
be apparent in other countries, that there is no increase in 
the "remnant". Our full-time colporteurs have been re
duced to three, due to trying conditions in the field and the 
difficulty in making expenses. The weekly average of field 
workers from the classes is about 40. Until Service Week 
just completed, the greatest number of workers out during 
anyone week was 78. About fourteen classes make regular 
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reports, together with several brethren who are isolated but 
zealous in the field. Our {lnly bi-lingual pilgrim and lecturer 
has been almost continuously engaged in public work, chiefly 
in the northern Cape Colony and Orange Free State. He 
has manifested much zeal and also courage in face of what 
sometImes amounts to violent opposition from Satan's emis
saries. During the year two English-speaking brothers have 
been engaged in public witnessing and eolporteuring right 
through the province of Natal. The work has been continu
ous and strenuous, but the Lord has richly blessed the 
effort, and on the whole the witness seems to have been 
appreciated by the people. Brother Phillips and myself have 
covered many thousands of miles on pilgrim -and publiC'
witnessing tours. 

A special word of appreciation is due to the three full
time colporteurs, two of whom are sisters. For many months 
at a stretch they have worked in districts far removed from 
classes or brethren, often subject to extreme conditions of 
heat and drought. :Much of the country has been experienc
ing the most severe drought on record, some districts having 
been without rain for nearly two years. Farms are forsaken, 
and distress and poverty are very manifest. This has made 
work even more difficult. The modern "Jezebel" has fre
quently endeavored to put them to flight but theirs is the 
Elisha spirit and in order that the "prisoners" might hear 
the message of hope and deliverance these noble brethren 
have gladly suffered hardship and trial. In every place 
visited they have succeeded in piling up the "hailstones" 
and we know these will yet do their work in helping to 
"sweep away the refuge of lies". 

Service Work: South Africa's share in the recently con
cluded speCial world week of service has proved the happiest 
and busiest week in kingdom services yet experienced. Sun
day canvassing or selling is not permitted, and the law is 
rigidly enforced; so we took an extra Saturday into our 
week to compensate. The 120 workers in the field represent 
the greatest number by far that have ever been out at one 
time. A total of 5,523 books and booklets were sold, includ
ing 115 complete sets of nine. This is more than double 
last year's total. The week has brought much encouragement 
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to all. Even though workers and sales were few as com
pared to some other countries, it nevertheless gave much 
joy to realize that for every worker in the field here there 
would be thousands out at the same time in other parts of 
the earth and every sale would be multiplied by thousands 
also. The Devil must be pretty busy trying to effect repairs 
though he is not likely to get much time for anything of 
that kind from now on. 

Broadcasting: I am glad to report that, arrangements have 
now been completed with the recently formed African Broad
casting Co., to broadcast one lecture per month. They oper
ate three stations in the three principal towns; and we have 
the option of using either of these as may be convenient. 
Our first lecture will be given :from Cape Town on Sunday 
evening next. Certain restrictions have been imposed, mak
ing it difficult for us to say all that we would like to say; 
but we are confident the Lord will bless the effort, now that 
the door has been opened and that the witness will by this 
means reach a much wider circle than ever before. We are 
having to pay for the privilege; but the cost is not nearly 
so much as we spend on a hall and advertising, with a cer
tainty of a larger audience than we have ever yet reached 
by one lecture. 

It has been a great encouragement to us here as we have 
read the Messenger and Golden Age reports of the Toronto 
convention, showing how the Lord made the opportunity for 
a world-wide broadcast to just fall into Brother Ruther
ford's lap. This surely beats anything yet in the way of 
remarkable victories for Truth. Unfortunately nothing was 
heard in South Africa. The report is grand; and we now 
look forward to a share in getting Toronto's message into 
the homes of the people. Undoubtedly it is going to do much 
toward diverting the "Euphrates" wa.ters. It is helpful to 
bs lifted by these reports to a clearer and wider vision and 
to watch the oncoming flood of truth, the advance streams 
of which have already reached our land and must soon over
flow the hiding places of the biggest frauds that history has 
ever produced. 

Our small printing press has continued to do good work 
and to save us much money. In office stationery, handbills 
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and special tracts it has delivered nearly 300,000 pieces 
during the year. 

In closing this report I would again assure you, dear 
Brother Rutherford, of my fervent Christian love and of 
my continued devotion to the Lord and to his cause. Brother 
Phillips joins with me in this. Whil.st thanking the Lord' 
with grateful hearts for the many privileges we have enjoyed 
during the year and for blessings received, we continue to 
esteem the honor that is ours in being numbered among his 
witnesses j and we are determined that each day we will 
seek to do with our might what our hands find to do in 
glving a still more effective witness during the year just 
commenced. 

SPAIN 

The worldor Spain is conducted from a branch main
tained by the Society in Madrid. Another branch is lo
cated at Barcelona, where the witness is carried on. It 
is exceedingly difficult to make great progress with the 
witness of the Truth in Spain because of opposition from 
the Papal system. Truly in that land the poor people 
are prisoners; but the Lord hears their cry, as he prom
ised, and in due time will break their shackles and set 
them free. In the meantime his will as expressed in his 
Word is that a ¥ritness must be given to his name. An 
effort is being put forth to that end, and his blessing has 
been added. Taking into consideration the poverty of 
the people and the great opposition, the results of the 
work in Spain during the fiscal year are encouraging: 

Copies of La T01're deZ Vigia printed 189,000 
Copies of La Ton'e del Vigia. distributed 273,732 
Divine Pla·n distributed 57 
Harps distributed 552 
Scena1i.os distributed 101 
Minions book 1,107 
Where are the Deadf 332 
World Dist1'es8 29G 
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O~tr L01'U!S Return 
TaLk'ing With the Dead 
Tabernacle Shadows 
A.nti-ehrist 
The Sabbath Day 
Hymn books 
Letters received 
Letters sent out 
Circular letters and leaflets distributed 

31 
230 

21 
13 

9 
20 

1,282 
1,250 

35,000 

121 

There are 7,647 copies of La Torre del Vigia on order 
monthly for foreign distribution. That is 497 more than 
last rear. 

Subscribers to La Torre uel Vigia. in Spain 
Subscribers to La Torre l.lel Vigia foreign 

Total subscribers 

1111 
1477 
2588 

In spite of 250 subscribers having discontinued abroad 
and 216 in Spain, there is a total of 762 subscribers more 
this year than last, as the discontinued subscribers were 
mostly those of last year, new ones made in this year have 
a total of 1,198. 

The brethren will be interested in the following words 
taken from the report of our brother who is in charge 
at Madrid: 

It is an undeniable fact that if in this country there ex
isted the religious liberty which exists in other lands from 
many years back the results of the kingdom message in 
Spain and her colonies would be far more satisfactory; but 
in a country where the organized social, political, commercial 
and industrial life Is completely dominated by the clergy, 
who are the Qwners and lords of the largest industries and 
companies, as also of all educational means, owners of all 
means of national power, influencing m~llions of individuals 
whose interests are wrapped up in the government, the 
relative progress which the work has made during the past 
year, is nothing short of a miracle which God manifests to 
his people. 

Many people subscribed to La Torre del Vigi-a, but soon 
discontinued through the influence of the Catholic and 
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Protestant clergy, through the fear of losing their work and 
means of livelihood and of being ignored by their friends 
and families who live united to the commercial religion. 
There are others who never can receive their Watch Tower 
or other literature unless it is sent by registered mail. 

After the first year, when the work could be carried on 
"with more liberty because it had not become known, and the 
adversaries were not forewarned, strong opposition gradually 
increased and used every possible means to hinder the wit
ness, but still cannot stop it. In October of 1926, 22,000 
copies of La Torre del Vigia were distributed in Yalencia, 
with good results; much to the alarm of the clergy who 
pronounced us as being Masons and agents of the Black 
Hand. 

In November 6,000 copies were distributed in Tarragona, 
the city where the Apostle Paul preached. There persecu
tion reached a climax. From the Catholic schools they sent 
young boys who by underhanded means asked for and ob
tained the papers that had been distributed by the colpor
teur. These were taken to a con.-ent yard, and there burned 
in the presence of the chief priests, the city making a holi
day of the occasion. Neverthleless many of the citizens were 
very indignant when they knew the facts. The civil au
thorities were very liberal to the message, and a great num
ber subscribed. 

In December and January the public distribution of The 
Watch Towe1' in Barcelona was prohibited, and permission 
was refused for the opening of a meeting place after it 
was all painted and prepared by two of the brethren. This 
was done through the influence of the bishop, who rules the 
city. Nevertheless before this, over 80,000 were distributed 
in the shops and houses and a number of books sold. 

At the present time Brother Saturnino Fernandez, who 
is working there as colporteur for the Society, holds a class 
meeting every night of the week in some friend's bouse, 
where an average of ten people meet, making a total of 
from seventy to eighty interested. 

During the year mostly through correspondence various 
('lasses have been formed in the following cities: Yigo, 
Santander, Huesca, Elche, and Coruna. Shortly Brother 
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Corzo hopes to visit them personally and baptize many who 
desire to be. 

In spite of oppositions and difficulties the subscribers to 
La ?l'orfe deZ Vioia gradually increase. During the year 
1198 have subscribed; and though 466 have discontinued 
in Spain and abroad, there are still 762 subscribers more 
than last year. The total is 2588. 

In May a doctor subscribed and immediately commenced 
to procure subscribers in his city and surrounding villages 
with great entlmsiasm. At once the clergy, full of ire, had 
him arrested and accused him of -selling poisonous books at 
the same time that he is employed as an official -doct{)r by 
the government. However, as his life and conduct is known 
by the authorities and all the- village to be unimpeachable, 
he was -set free and now continues to proclaim the message 
with great vigor. 

Another brother in the city of Toro was dismissed from hi'S 
position in a chemist shop, for causing division amongst his 
family by llaving distributed La Torre del Vigia; and as in 
the famous Inquisition he was taken before a council of 
priests and had to hear three sermons. He was counselled 
to leave his heresies, or he would be excommunicated. By 
what he had already read of the literature he was able ta 
stand his ground and give good answers, for which the 
clergy pronounced him mad and forthwith excommunicated 
him. This brother is obliged to leave this city, where the 
religion predominates as in the Twelfth Century; and all 
doors are shut to him. 

In Madrid there have been a good many classes; five are 
held now. At-some st)ldies held in Tetuan de las Victorias, 
there was an attendance of from forty to seventy interested, 
but many left off attending because of the long distances. 
Now, with the new office in a more central part of the 
town, we hope the attendance will be more regular. 

The work of correspondence, mailing of The lVatch Tower. 
holding classes, and translations is carried on by two broth
ers and one sister, who work in the office in Madrid, and in 
Barcelona by Br{)ther Fernandez. In other prGvinces there 
are four voluntary colporteurs who. afier their tOil. sell 
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a few books and help to secure subscribers, besides attend
ing to the classes. 

The many restrictions of the law respecting religious 
literature and the oPPosition of the clergy constantly hamp
ers the work, and the prevailing poverty of the land makes 
book selling a difficult business. Our prayer is that God 
Dlay open the door in his own good time and way so that 
his message may resound from end to end of every land. 

SWEDEN 

It is with gratitude to the Lord that we have watched 
the progress of the work in Sweden during the year. 
The organization has been strengthened, the members 
thereof encouraged, and they have gone on gladly with 
the work. They have placed in the hands of the people 
during the year of books and booklets a total number of 
180,741. In addition thereto they have distributed free 
literature to the number of 388,000 copies. There are 
eighty-eight classes, seventy-one of which are organized 
:for service work. In addition thereto there are isolated 
service workers to the number of seventy-one. The total 
engaged in the service work is 535. The average number 
of workers each week is 233, including the colporteurs. 
During the year three have been regularly engaged in 
the pilgrim service. Meetings for the interested 878, at
tendance 13,087; meetings for the public 408, attendance 
32,094. Twenty-two have engaged regularly in the col
porteur service, and twenty in the auxiliary colporteur 
service. Handbills with the message on the opposite side 
have been distributed to the number of 72,450. The local 
manager in maldng his report says: 

The year has been one of greater activity, as was to be 
expected; and the move to Stockholm as the center of the 
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work has had its part in achieving this, thus provIng the 
Loru's approval of this move. The two conventions held in 
this town during the year were highly appreciated by the 
friends, practically all of whom enthusiastically took part 
in the work of witnessing to this town. The results were 
very gratifying, the summer convention giving a sale of 
twenty-six books per worker on Service Day. In the coun
trr as a whole, we have had nineteen conventions, attended 
by 1,123 friends, who have taken part in the service every
where with great joy. 

Not only at conventions but throughout the year the 
friends have seen and made use of their privileges of service 
in a greater measure than last year. The number of service 
workers taking part has lieen 233 each week upon an 
average, including colporteurs and auxiliaries. This increase 
in the number of workers, as well as the better organization 
and training, have helped to raise the number of books 
put out. The grand total put out from the Office is 180,741 
books and booklets, which is practically fifty percent in
crease from last year. The reports from classes and col
porteurs show that more than five-sixths of these books 
have been put into the hands of the people by actual sales. 
The Delivemn-ce book has proven a very rapid seller, and 
we are now eagerly avmiting the second edition, For the 
coming year we expect great help in placing the books from 
the motor car you promised us when at Copenhagen. It 
will be a joy to be able to reach those faraway villages in 
the deep forests. The I. B. S. A. Week feature of the work 
was a great stimulus to the friends, if possible still more 
so than last year. Practically the same number of workers 
were out during that week as last year, but the sales were 
more than fifty percent up. The workers received a more 
friendly reception this year, too. 

As to the pilgrim service, the experience has been to the 
effect that two-day apPOintments are very much needed and 
appreciated. The Watch Tower studies at pilgrim visits are 
almost indispensable; and service as a fixed item is very 
helpful, not only to the friends but to the pilgrims also. 
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At some pOints the friends have arranged for service at one
day appointments, too. 

The Golden Age work shows a Slight decrease in the num
ber of subscribers, owing to the uncertainty as to its con
tinuance which prevailed at the beginning of the year and 
held this work back a little bit. For this year, however, 
we plan to make a big drive during December and at New 
Year's season, when most people in Sweden renew their 
subscriptions and take new magazines for the coming calen
dar year. "\Ve receive many testimonies showing the good 
work this journal does among the people, sweetening their 
minds and preparing them more and more to see things from 
the Bible vie"PQint. 

The radio we have been unable to use during the year; 
but we are going to try at it again, if fortunately we may 
get in. The success of Copenllagen in this respect at your 
visit has given us fresh appetite and courage as to the 
radio question. And in the Lord's due time the message will 
go out over the radio also in Sweden. It WOUld, of course, 
be a great help to achieve this if we could have a visit 
from you, dear Brother Rutherford; and whether we get 
in over the radio before you come to Europe next time or 
not, we hope to have the privilege of a visit from you then. 

At this season I also want to take the opportunity to 
express our gratitude for the help and blessing continually 
received throughout the year from The Watch Tower and 
its illuminating articles giving us the ever brighter light 
upon our Father's Word, and thus showing us his wonder
ful love and provisions for those who love him supremely 
and inciting to still more joyful service. We want to show 
our gratitude by doing our best to look after the kingdom 
interests entrusted to us, and doing so in harmony with the 
Lord's channel, the SOCiety. 

SWITZERLAND 

The Society's office in Berne, Switzerland, under the 
local management of Brother Harbeck, attends to the 
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kingdom interests ill the Lord in Switzerland, Holland, 
Belgium and France. This is known as the Central 
European Office. The witness work in this part of the 
field is in far better condition than it was in 1926. There 
is still much to be done; but it is heart cheering to see 
how the zealous ones are pressing on with the work that 
must be done. From Brother Harbeck's report the fol
lowing is quoted: 

Switzerland shows an increase above the activity of last 
year, even though the number of class workers is a little 
less. A few of the fanatical ones who were driven by 
Brother Weber into a fanatical service have left the ranks, 
but in spite of this more actual work has been done. 

In the past many colporteurs and class workers were 
persecuted by police and the excited clergy; but now, we 
have taken up a few cases with the courts, and a greater 
freedom for our workers has been the result. The people 
are more receptive, and they begin to see who their real 
friends are. 

Recently during a service drive one brother of the Bethel 
home entered a priest's home. When the priest learned that 
the entire village had been canvassed, he became so enraged 
that he went to the house and came back with a revolver, 
threatening the brother. The brother was not at all fearful, 
but remarked later that he was sorry that he did not have 
his camera handy so that he could have taken a picture of 
this son of the Devil. 

The Service Week was a glorious success for the Lord ~ 
for 760 workers in Switzerland distributed 34,450 books and 
booklets, which is just double the amount distributed last 
year during Service Week. Twent.y-five brethren of the 
Bethel home having a part in this work distributed more 
than 3,000 books and booklets during this special effort. 

Of course, we find that not all the class members realize 
their great privileges of service. For instance: At Basel, 
which is the largest class in Switzerland, only about one-



128 Yea'r Boole 

third or about 100 go out regularly on service days. Biel, 
a smaller class of about fifty-two, reports thirty-five regular 
and zealous workers. Berne comes next on the honor roll. 
Durin,g Service Week Berne placed 6,000 books and booklets. 
a smaller class of about fifty-two, reports thirty-five regular
ly in the service. 

The friends here were surely encouraged by your recent 
visit, and the Zurich Convention proved to be a special 
source of blessing and a stimulus to greater activity. Per
sonally I also appreciated your visit very much and con
sidered it a great favor to have a part in holding up my 
little end of the load upon you. My fellowship with you, 
Brother Rutherford, has always been sweet and happy. 

There has been interest manifested by a number of 
Jews in Switzerland. Basle was the place of the first 
Zionist convention. It was also the place of the Zionist 
convention for 192'1. While not a great many Jews have 
shown an interest in the Truth, we are pleased to say 
that some manifest faith to a degree in the Lord's Word. 

TRINIDAD 

The interest in the Lord's message continues in the 
little island of Trinidad. A comparison with last year 
shows a slight increase. During the year 2'1'18 class meet
ings have been held, with a total attendance of 38,186; 
38 public meetings, with an attendance of 4,268; books 
placed in the hands of the people, '1,4'12, booklets 5,'125, 
or a total of 13,19'1 as compared with 6,624 of last year. 
From the local mana.ger's report the following is quoted: 

Regarding the work in this territory during the past year, 
it is my pleasure to report that there were sent out from the 
office more than double the quantity of books sent during the 
previous year; also that the brethren are manifesting the 
Elisha spirit, some evidence of it being that they visite'd 




























































































































































































































































































































































































