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war d A I mig h t Y God.
Constructive comfort for
all that mourn. GOD'S
TRUTH shields and
strengthens the upright.
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... the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall
be called Wonderful Counsellor, ... of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end ... The zeal of JEH OV AH
of hosts will perform this.-Isniah !): 6, 7.

DEVOTED to the prin.
ciples of Justice, truth,
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sayings of The Creator of
the Universe and of His
King Christ Jesus.
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Victories in Yo ur Defense
America's Gain by the Fight

V ICTORIES

in defcme of rights
and privileges which you enjoy
as an American a re not al ways ga ined
on the bloody battlefields with camal
II'rapons. Battles for the upholding and
preservi ng of the U nited ~tates Constitution and its Bill of Big'hts are not
always fought between nrmies locked
in combat resulting in mournful loss of
preciolls human lives. For severnl .rears
past, while sanguinary wnr~ have raged
on other continents in which democracy
is seriouslv cOllcerned, right herc within
these United States and behind the
peaceful, dignified fronts of comt huildings have been \l"ac;ed hnttles in hrhalf
of our common rights and libCl·tic~, and
that with gratifying surcr~s.
Strangely, these victories for t he right
and freedom ha\'c heen by a very unpopular mlllority, Jeho"ah's witnessl's. but
nevertheless with the highest benefit to
all t.rne Americans. Thus they are indebted
to the courage allll faithflllness of a small
minority, bnt little does t he general pub·
lie appreciate this or know of it.
The Facts In Brief

Recently the attoTlley general of the
State of Indiana cross-qnestioned one of
.J ehovah's witnesses on the witnpss stand
and asked: "What has your organization
done to make the people love yon?" He
went on to inquire about the buij(ling of
hospitals, orphanages, church buildings,
etc., but never askpd a bout their defpnse
of the fundamental principles upon which
this nation and its Constitution are based,
Ilnd which nrc now in grave danger by
enemies of freedom an(] trnth and righteousness within our very borders. It was
Patrick Henry that sai(( "Give me liberty
or give me death!" and he was one of
those few that appreciate that the things
of the spirit are far more important and
precious to life and happiness than the
perishing material things built by religionists and other imperfect men. J l'I1Ovah's wit.nesses are interested in the things
of eternal value and in the lasting welfare
of their fellow men, not the crumbling
things of these present perilous times.
Particularly during the past three
years, in every state of the Union the false
cbarges ba ve been leveled against J ehoyah's witnesses by religionists and their
allies, to wit, charges of "scclition", "disrespect to the flag," "riot," "breach of the
peace," "disorderly conduct," "against the

governmpnt," "trespassing'," "offen(ling
and annoying ppople," "vagrancy," "soliciting, peddling, canvassing, selling', conducting a bllsincss, hawking from house
to hOllse and on the streets without permits or licenses." "inciting riot," "assault
and bat!.pry," "di~tributing obscene literature," "bll1SplH'my," "violating the Sabbath laws," "distributing circulars without
a permit," and many other purposely
manllfactured false charges. On all the
above charges the courts have ruled in
fa,'or of Jehovah's witnessps and completely vindicated them and their work.The arrests that have followed such
charges have numbered into the thousands,
and the fight for freedom to do that which
is right anI] which is also commanded by
the Almighty God and Supreme Being
has been with great cost to Jehovah's
witnesses in their financial means, comfort, liberty and personal freedom. A
costly fight, but worth every bit of it.
The great majority of the eases were
dismissed in the trIal courts; but a great
number Iwve been appC'aled to higher
courts, with the result t.ha t more than
ninety-nine percent (99%) of the appeals
were sustained. Thus J rhovllh's witnesses
were vindicated in the rights which should
be common to all law-abiding Americllns,
and the seheming encmy and their dupes
were rebuked and their conspiracy against
American democracy and liberties was
blocked. In everyone of the thousanrls of
the cases prosecuted against these Christians and in the number that have been
taken to the higher courts there was no
cvidenee whatsoever that Jehovah's witnesses had violated any law or injured anyone. On the eontrary, the record showed
that they were blamelessly innocent of
the charge.
The Enemy Exposed

",Thy then tillS nation-wide aelion
against these witness('s, necessitating such
frequent appearance in court? Examination of the facts revellis a marked similarIty of false charges and misapplication of
existing laws 01' the special enactment of
catph laws. Furthermore, in all this the
hflnd of religionists has been openly dis·
played and has taken the leading and
moving part, but being careful to screen
itself hypocritically behinrl a patriotic
front to hide its real motive. From all
this it becomes unmistakably clear that
the witnesses are not at fault, but that
the real purpose of this prosecution and
persecution against Jehovah's witnesses
is to settle a religious grudge; and that
'See the list of cases appearing at the end
of this article.

throughout the entire nation the persecution was set in motion and controlled from
one common center. This directing group,
being una.ble to answer the Scriptural
truths which exposed their duplicity and
fraudulent practices, have thereupon resortcd to the method of violent mobs and
use of thc "strong-arm squad" and false
charges, all to "get" Jehovah's witnesses.
The un-American spirit of the whole
procedure and the flagrant disregard of
the rights and libcrties set forth in the
Constitution prove that those back of this
vile effort are a foreign religious organization, whose doctrines and practices mark
it as a totalitarian power, not democratic
nor approving of freedom of spel'ch, of
press, of conscience and of worship of
Almighty God, and whose history for
fifteen hundred years shows it has consistently persecuted true Christians who
followed the Bible. It hilS resorted to
religious crus1(r]es and inquisitions and
the rack :md sword and flame to destroy
the pract ice of true Christianity and the
publication of Bible truth.
Victory for Free Press

Ampricans can be grateful that not all
the jur]ges of our land are in favor of
mobocracy or are intimidatcd by mob rule
and religious threats as many judges
showed themselyes to be during the hysteria of mob rule that broke out Ilgainst
Jehovah's witnesses and swept the nation
during 1940. This was clearly demonstrated in April of this year, ]941, in the case
of WlIson and Shadman against the City
of Clearwater, wherein t.he Supreme Court
of ]<~Iol"ida held it to be unconstitutional
and contrary to the Fourteenth Amendment to apply the city ordinance against
the distribution of Bible literature by
.JpllO\"ah's witnesses. The city contf'nded
the Ordlll:lJlCe was necessary as n "war
measure" and meant to "prohibit the
teaehing of 11Ilarchy and a refusal to salute the flag" and that their rrgulation
wa~ "in harmony with and strengthens the
national dpfensc program".
\Vas t.ht' Supreme Court thrown off
g"u:ml by this guise of pat.riotism ~ No!
Df'cidlllg in fl1\'or of Jehovah's witnesses
tl1<' Court said: "A eourt ill the discharge
of duty under our system is required to
be oblivious to public clnmor, partisan
d('lIluJ1(]s, notoriet~', or personal popularity and to interpret the law fearlessly and
illlpartially so as to promote just ice, inspire confid('nce and Serve the public welfare . . . . The perpetuity of democracies
bas as a foundation an in formed, educated
and illtelligcnt citizenry. An ullsubsidized
press is essent.ial to and a potent factor in
instrllctive information and education of
the people of a democracy, and a well informed people will perpetuate our constitutional liberties." ,Jehovah's witnesses
are in favor of an informed, educated

To he of that "informed, er\ucrtted
and illtelligent citizenr)''', knowing
the llifferenee hetween religion and
Christianity, read the book
RELIGION
Clothhound, with 384 pages, Illustrated in color, fIn(1 in(\exed, and
mailed to you, postpaiu, on ~'our
contrihution of 2fic. Send to
WATCHTOWER
117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

public, and that is why they engage puhlicly and from how;e to hom;e in Bible
erlucational work and concede the same
right to others that the general public
may have a chance to hear all sides and
then decide its course with full enlightenment. If the ditch of destruction at the
battle of Armageddon is ahead and the
nations are in danger of falling into it,
then it would be a neglect of duty and a
disobcdicnce of Gorl's command and a
disregarrl of the welfare of the people of
good-will if Jehovah's witnesses fllilerl to
employ all proper and legitimate means
of publication to suhmit the proof to the
people that such danger exists and that
Jehovah God has provided the only way
of escape.
The above Florida decision was in full
harmony with an earlier decision of the
United States Supreme Court in the case
of Alma Lovell against the City of Griffin (Ga.), and in which the then Chief
Justice Chas. E. Hughes said: "The liberty of the press is not confined to newspapers and periodicals. It necessarily embraces pamphlets and leaflets . . . . The
press in its historic connotation comprehcnds cvery sort of publication which affords a vehicle of information and opinion." Here through the positive action
and vigilance of Jehovah's witnesses was
a victory for a democratic principle, for
which newspapers and publishers throughout the country were grateful and so expressed themselves.
Free Expression of Opinion

The record at Matthew 10 and Acts
20: 20 shows that Jesus and His apostles
carried on their educational work from
house to house. Today religioniRts frown
on this form of preaching and they cause
the enactment or enforcement of many
ordinanc('s to try to break up a like activity by Jeho\'ah's witnesses today. The
case of Clara Schneider against the City
of Irvington (N. J.) was on this very
issue. When the case finally reached the
Supreme Court, that august hody decided
in favor of Jehovah's witnesses and, speaking through Mr. Justice Roberts. said:
"The streets are natural and proper places
for the dissemination of information and
opinion; and one is not to have the exercise of his liberty of expression in appropriate places abridged on the plea that it
may be exercised in some other place ....
As said in Lovell v_ Oity of Griffin, supra,
pamphlets have proved most effective instruments in the dissemination of opinion.
And perhaps the most effective way of
bringing them to the notice of individuals
is their distribution at the homes of the
people."
In the Cantwell v. Connecticut case,
involving the charge of "breach of the

peace" over playing on a portable phonograph a recorded Bible speech attacking
organized religion, the Supreme Court in
a unanimous decision in favor of J ehovah's witnesses included these words: "In
the realm of religious faith, and in that
of politIcal belief, sharp diil'erences urise.
In hoth fields the tenets of one may seem
the rankest error to his neighbor. . . .
But the people of this nation have ordained in the light of history, that, in
spite of the probability of excesses and
abuses, these libcrties are, in the long
view, essential to enlightened opinion and
right conrluct on the part of the ci tizens
of a democracy." Thus the Supreme Court
held it was clearly within the provisions
of the Constitution for Jehovah's witnesses to distribute their literat1l1'e from
door to door and accept contributions
therefor; further, that just because the
message may not be acceptable to a particular person, such is no reason for depriving Jehovah's witnesses of continuing
to express their opinion and transmit
God's message to the public by literature
and phonograph reproduction, all within
Constitutional guarantees.
Ch rlstoanity Not Seditious

Christ Jesus himself was accused and
execnted on the false charge of sedition
and suhversive activities against the government, and He forewarned His footstep
followers that they would suffer a like
experience, unjustly. Not strange, then,
that in the wild days of 1940 six Christians were thus falsely accuserl in the notorious "bloody Harlan County" of Kentucky, and were wrongfully jailed and
held without bond under false charge of
sedition for almost three months, indicted
and released on bail. In due course an
injunction against the city and county
officials was sought, and a hearing was
had in November before three Federal
judges. Finally comes a decision, in June
of this year, 1941, whereby the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky granted a permanent
injunction, holding that the literature of
Jehovah's witnesses IS NOT SUBVERSIVE, IS
NOT SEDITIOUS, AND DOES NOT ADVOCATE
THE OVERTHROW. OF THE GOVERNMENT BY
FORCE, and that such prosecuting attorney

and others be restrained from interfering
with Jehovah's witnesses in distributing
their Bible literature announcing J ehovah's Theocratic Government by Christ.
The witnesses of Jehovah believe in the
integrity of the home and in the obligation of "parents in the Lord" to teach
their children the fear of God and obedience to His perfect law. The exercise
of this Christian right and duty brought
on the case of State v. RoZ!!'nd Lefebv·re
et al. The lower court broke up the home
and committed to the reform school the
Lefebvre children who had been expelled
from school for refusal to salute the flag.
But now, in May, 1941, the Supreme
Court of the State of New Hampshire
published their decision, holding that Jehovah's witnesses were not acting contrary
to the law when they refused to salute
the flag. It held that expUlsion from school
for such refusal did not constitute juvenile delinquency or a violation of the law,
and therefore released the children and restored the integrity of the home and the
parental discipline and the "nurture and
admonition of the Lord".

Many other cases like the aforementioned and the favorahle court decisions
thereon might be cited if time and space
permitted. A few of the hundreds thereof
have been listed below. These victories on
basic and fundamental American principles have been so numerous and so gl'nerally spread over the land that they have
surely had an incalculable and wholesome
effect upon the entire nation, in the people's interest, welfare and defense. The
persistent exercise by Jehovah's witnesses
of their Christian and American rights of
puhlication in the face of opposition, and
their carrying the hattIe into the courts,
has resulted in the emphatic restatement
of the grand principles of American democracy and in the fresh insistence that
these shall be preserved against the encroachment of a foreign religious totalitarian power and all enemies of democratic
libel·ties. Thus the order-loving, Ii bertycherishing people of the entire nation
have been vastly benefited, especially in
their highest privilege of the free worship
of Almighty God according to conscience
and His sacred Word.
The worship of Almighty Jehovah God
is most important now, because preservation through the impending battle of
ArmHgeddon will be only to those who,
like Noah and his family in the ark, now
worship him "in spirit and in truth". So
sairl the Lord Jesus Christ at Lnkr. 17:
26-30. Seek the truth of Almighty God,
"whose name alone is Jehovah," and learn
His way of life through Christ Jesus, if
you would survive and enjoy living on
this earth in unending happiness under
His Government of righteousness.
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